
In the fall issue of the Trav-
eller, the newsletter for the 
WCWA (Western Canadian 
Wheelwright Association),  
is an article by Chris Jenson 
that addresses some of the 
same issues we face.  The 
article is titled, "Why do 
you belong to the WCWA?"  
Substitute ACDA and this is 
a question we all need to 
answer.  Chris's point and 
mine today is the same.  
We try to give members 
what they desire but this is 
difficult when there is no 
response from most of the 
members. The other issue 
hampering services is funds 
or the lack thereof. 

A point to ponder is, should 
we supply members written 
material?  If you get the news-
letter in the mail, you read it 
and it lies around and be-
comes a topic of conversation 
in a number of homes, barns, 
shops, etc.  If it is only elec-
tronic, then a large number of 
people do not even access it. 
The email use is important, 
but members have a responsi-
bility to make sure informa-
tion is accurate.  This means 
email addresses, snail mail 
addresses, telephone num-
bers and also articles submit-
ted by the members.  We all 
are responsible for these 
things.  The directors cannot 

PRESIDENTõS REPORTñ2009 

Like most members of 
ACDA, I think the news-
letter is a valuable 
tool.  It keeps us in-
formed on other chap-
ters' activities, serves as 
a venue for communica-
tion, and provides enter-
tainment. 

However, people don't 
seem to be eager to vol-

unteer for the position of 
Carriage Lamp editor.  I'm 
not sure why this is. 

Well, I know why I'm not 
keen - I don't especially 
like to write and I have no 
desktop publishing skills 
(to me 'cut and paste' in-
volves actual scissors and 
glue).  I am only filling in as 
editor on a temporary ba-

sis until someone better 
suited steps up.  I'd like to 
thank Carolyn Orton, who 
kindly agreed to handle 
the technical end of 
things, so long as I 
"chased down the infor-
mation." 

Cheers,   Jackie Lanman 
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know of changes unless we 
tell them. 
As most of you are aware, 
AEF is offering provincial 
grass roots services separate 
from Equine Canada.  This 
may be a good thing, or not, 
but so far there has only 
been conflicting information 
out to us and we are not 
likely to know just how it will 
pan out until spring or even 
midsummer.  The directors 
will monitor the issue and 
keep you informed. 
Keep driving, stay safe, and 
my phone line is always 
open for all of you.  Thank 
you, 

Chuck  

FROM THE EDITORõS DESKé.. 



Happy New Year from the 
Chinook Chapter,  and best 
wishes for a 2010 filled with 
fabulous drives.  Now that 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ŎŀƭŜƴπ
dars on the wall, and are 
starting to fill in your sum-
ƳŜǊ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 
about our Fun Show that will 
be held again just west of 
Bowden on the weekend of 
July 17 ς 18.  Even though 
we do dust off the carts and 
put on our fancy hats, the 
atmosphere is casual and 
very supportive. 
 
Last year it seemed like 
snow and weather conspired 
against us to limit our sleigh 
ǊƛŘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
hoping to host two cutter 
drives, one in February at 
aŀȅ aŎYƛƴƴƻƴΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ 
the Red Deer River near 
Penhold, and one in March 
at Judy Orr-.ŜǊǘŜƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
a little upriver near Kevis-
ǾƛƭƭŜΦ  LΩƭƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴπ

tact info and dates on the 
website so you can call for 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
join us. 
 
This is my big, fat Canadian, 
Nick, pulling great-
ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ 9ƭƭŜƴǿƻƻŘΩǎ  

cutter at the Lacombe Cut-
ter Parade in February last 
ȅŜŀǊΦ  IŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻƻ ōƛƎ ŦƻǊ 

CHINOOK CHAPTER NEWS  

2009 was busy for our little 
chapter. With summer and 
the High Country Interna-
tional CDE behind us things 
have slowed down and many 
of us have been driving less. 
We were lucky to have a 
beautiful September that 
allowed us to keep driving 
and then the snow started in 
October. 
 
We had our AGM in mid-
October and we made tenta-
tive plans for 2010. We are 
planning on having two clin-
ics and two fun days. The 
dates for the clinics will be 
set when we know the avail-
ability of the clinician. We are 
having our annual Presi-
dentôs Evening social in 

March, rather than December, 
as December is such a busy 
month. 
 
Some of the members are able 
to drive in an arena during the 
winter. The rest of us are al-
ready thinking longingly of 
spring when we can hitch up 
again. 

 
Carolyn Otto 

COULEE WINDS CHAPTER 
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Photo courtesy Patty Carley 

òOur membership numbers remain at 5 singles, 4 family, 1 life, and 1 junior.ò 

Carolyn Otto trying out her new 4 wheeler on one of the last nice days  
of fall.   Photo Courtesy Carolyn Otto 

this vehicle;  the britching 
strap wraps rub the hair off 
his sides and I have to kneel 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ LΩƳ 
going.  Rather than get a 
ƴŜǿ ŎǳǘǘŜǊΣ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
start a smaller horse. Some 
of you might suggest a diet 
as another option! 
 
{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŘƛŜǘǎ Χ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƛǎ 

òOur finances are in 
good shape, we're having 

a bunch of  fun, and 
we've got some new 
members.ó 

A.C.D.A. CHAPTER NEWS  

party time for our club and 
we do eat well, with the 
October potluck supper and 
December Christmas party.  
Winter meetings are held 
monthly at the Olds Cow 
tŀƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
line up of speakers planned:  
Equine Portraits, Vital Signs, 
and Navigating so far.  The 
coffee pot will be fired up, 
so join us and learn. 
 
Patty Carley, Secretary, Chi-
nook Chapter ACDA 
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The Foothills Chapter is 
looking forward to another 
fun year of driving our favor-
ite critters!  We are in the 
process of selecting dates 
for some of our planned 
activities.  One of our bigger 

projects is again delivering 
the EC Learn to Drive pro-
gram ς we have folks signing 
ǳǇ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 
announced when the les-
sons will commence!  It is 
great to see such enthusi-
asm in the driving commu-
nity.  We will also be orga-
nizing some other learning 
events as well as some fun 
driving activities.  We are a 
small but mighty chapter 
with lots going on. One of 
the activities I am exploring 
and will be sharing with 
chapter members is a rather 
challenging activity known 
as tandem riding.  It has all 
kinds of possibilities for folks 
who think they want to drive 
tandem or, just another in-
teresting thing to do with 

bers (including 4 Junior Driv-
ers) as of our General Meet-
ing in October, 2009. The 
meeting was well attended 
with 15 members enjoying a 
fun evening at the home of 
John and Jennifer Mills. 
Once the business portion of 
the meeting was taken care 
of we indulged in a pot luck 
dinner, watched videos and 
talked about, what else, 
horses! The increase in 
membership has been 
achieved through invitations 
to non-members and by 
word of mouth in the horse 
community. We have found 
that there is an overwhelm-
ing interest for the driving 
sport, from experienced to 
the not so experienced, 
some interested in competi-
tive driving, some interested 
in pleasure driving. We have 

Let me introduce myself - 
my name is Brenda Hagen 
and I am a new member to 
the Alberta Carriage Driving 
Association. I have been 
driving for a few years, 
mostly teams of heavy 
horses at a local historical 
park. I now have downsized 
to a light horse and my main 
interest is just to "Sunday 
Drive" around my property 
and enjoy the company of 
others who share my love 
for equines of all shapes and 
sizes. 
The Northern Lights Chapter 
has grown from 5 members 
a year ago to over 22 mem-

Channel on tv). The horses, 
cats and dog are tucked in for 
ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ŘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ 
ǿŀǊƳŜǊ Řŀȅǎ όƛǘΩǎ Ƴƛƴǳǎ ор ŀǘ 
time of writing). Hopefully we 
can get out for a sleigh ride 
soon.  
God Bless and Happy New Year 

FOOTHILLS CHAPTER NEWS 

NORTHERN LIGHTS CHAPTER NEWS 
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òWe were able to bring 
along 5 new drivers in 

2009 and have a list of  
interested folks for 
2010!ó 

¹Tandem Ridingº courtesy KathleenWinfield 

your horses!  It is a great 
way to further the education 
of youngsters learning to 
drive, provides an educa-
tional challenge for the 
driver/rider and can be done 
in the winter when snow is 
on the ground and wheels 
Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜƭƭΗ  !ǎ ȅƻǳ 
can imagine, there are some 
safety issues to be ad-
dressed in this activity but I 
must say it is a lot of fun.  
Stay tuned for schedules for 
our planned activities! 
Kathleen Winfield  

òWe have had an 
exciting and  
rewarding year.ó  
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decided that the main func-
tion of our club will be to 
provide help and instruction 
for new drivers and safe, fun 
events for long time drivers. 
Unfortunately our Fall Drive 
in November was cancelled 
due to poor trail conditions. 
And with the temperatures 
dipping well below minus 30 
and extremely poor road 
conditions we had to cancel 
our Christmas Party and 
Sleigh Ride also. But we look 
forward to a full year of 
events in 2010. Several 
Drives and Sleigh Rides are 
scheduled as well as Safety 
and Driving Clinics and Fun 
Shows. There is an event 
planned for every month; 
check out our schedule on 
the ACDA website.  
Well, the chores are done for 
the night and its time for a 
hot cup of tea in front of the 
fire (actually the Fireplace 

Cyndie and Solaz,   
 Photo Courtesy Brenda Hagen  


